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Vairamudi Brahmotsava s an annual spiritual event and festival of
Melukote, which is celebraled on the fourth day during a nine day
festival preceding Meena Maasa Hasta nakshitra, the birth day of lord
Srimannarayana swarmy. Lord Shelvapillai with Vairamudi (crown
studded with diamonds) is taken in procession round the temple in
four main roads and rotated inall directions, so that all the people can

have the Darshan of the deity and the crown. The procession begins

at night and continues until dawn.

This year, the Vairamudi Brahmotsava was held on March 21, 2019,

Mantappadi at RPAC was also held.

Chi. Ashwin Natampalli

"7Chi. Ashwin Natampalli son of Partha and

Rukmini Matampalli , from Bay area, has
achieved highest possible score in the recent
ACT USA Mational test, There were 19 Lakhs
candidates in the competition and it is one of
the toughest national test. This success will
enable Chi Ashwin in joining best universities
in USA, Scholarships and many other priorities
in Studies during his entire academic career.
50%: credit goes to Parents for their efforts and
dedicating time for their son,

Kum. M.D. Medhini
Kum. M.0. Medhini, grand-daughter of
Smit.M.T.Rukmini Gopal, secured 2nd rank in
BCA and received the award from the vice
chancellor Tumkur university.

Udaiyavar Thiru Nakshatram, the birthday of Saint Ramanuja Acharya
who stayed at Melukote for about 12 years, is celebrated during
Chithirai month {(April-May) on Aridra Nakshatra every year. The
celebrations extend for 10 days and include daily abhishekam for
Ramanujacharya, evening pallaki utsava & vahanas, mudi utsava and
rathotsava. The highlight of the day is the Dasavatara Seva.

This year Ramanujacharya Thiru Nakshatram was on May 9, 2019.

Chi. Krishna S lyengar

& year old Chi, Krishna, S. lyengar, son of
Sridhar and Meela, secured 4th place in the
Mational Abacus Championships held at
Bangalore in February 2019,
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Editorial Team:

Ananth Simhan, Aryashree Narayan,
Indu, Kala Srikanth,
Kamala Madhu, MAM Prasad,
Radha Rangaraj, Ramya Srivas,
Rekha Rangaswamy

Editor’s Note

t pleasure we bring to you the
ted edition of Mandayam news in
Ilsrmravatar This edition is special in many
ways. We have brought together a whole lot

Itiswim

of info about Sri Ramanujacharya, including

of Thirunakshatra celebrations as

well as a column on how his principles are

applicable in today's context.Also introducing

wo new sections - a children's section and a

photo story.Apart from this, we have featured

a few people who have taken up interesting
and out of the way vocations. Hoping 1o

inspire our youth to explore different careers.
We hope to feature such interesting info in
future too.

Note from President

The second printed issue of Mandayam News with its new look is now in your
hands. This is a means of linking us all together, keeping us updated on the
happenings in the Sabha and helping us to be in touch with one another.

Often, in a community organization like ours, our knowledge about the members is
confined to the interface with the community and many other facets are largely not
known. Our community has many people who have excelled in various fields, who
have chosen different vocations to pursue, and have been trail blazers in their own
way. In this issue, the Mandayam News tries to bring out the different areas and
professions in which some of our members have made amark. Of course, there are
many more and we will need to continue such coverage henceforth in each issue.
We have made startin this issue.

We recently celebrated Ramanuja's Thirunakshatram. In this issue you will find a
different facet of Ramanujacharya - His Managerial qualities. We have also opened a
section forour youngsters. Please do give us your feedback.

The response for the various sports activities has been good and growing steadily.
A talent contest was also organized which was well attended. We have a busy
schedule of sports and other events in the coming months, which means more
occasions and more opportunities to meet and interact with the community
members. Please make the best use of it.

With best wishes.

Happy reading.
Warm regards
Editorial team

- M. D. Sesha Narayan

SPOTLIG HT

Madrl Sampath A pioneer Mandayam cmematographer

Sri Madri Sampath - known as M.Sampath in the Hindi Film Industry -
hailed from Madri family. He was the second among the four children of
Sri MadniShingriengar and the only son. Sampath had a great fascination
for cinema and as a school boy, would go and see a cinema whenever he
could collect enough money to buy a ticket.

After his schooling, he joined the Occupational Institute of Bangalore
where they had started a course in cinematography. He was among the
first batch of students who enrolled for this course. When the course was
completed, the students had to go to Bombay for practical training, as in
the mid 40s, Bangalore had no such facilities. Along with V.K.Murthy,
M.V Srinivas, C.5. Puttanniah, LaxmiRaman, Sampath went to Bombay
and after the mandatory training, decided to continue staying there and
look out for suitable job opportunity in his chosen field of work.

In those early days at Bombay, Mysore Association was a home away
from home for all these people. They participated in all activities of the
Association like, dramas, music programmes, and played games like
billiards, carom, table-tennis, eic,

In his career in the film industry, spanning more than 5 decades,
Sampath worked with many well-known cinematographers like
DwarakaDivecha, Vaikunth, Babu Bhai Mistry and V.K.Murthy and
famous Directors like Bimal Roy, Manmohan Desai,
PramodChakravarthy, Ramesh Sippy, Mohan Sehgal and Gulzar. Among
the films photographed by him “Madhumathi', 'Dr.Vidya', ‘Apna hath
Jagannath', Mard, Roti, Love in Tokyo, 'Seetha aurGeetha' are some of the
popular hits.

As he worked more in Gulzar's films, Sampath was popularly known as
Gulzar's cameraman. He initially worked with Vaikunth for Gulzar and
later became the Director of Photography in Gulzar's unit. Among the
films he photographed for Gulzar, 'Mere Apne', ‘Achanak’, Koshish,
'Parichay’, Aandhi, 'Meera’, Kitab, 'Kinara', Kushboo, 'Mamkeen’, etc, are
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popular.

Sampath also produced two Kannada films in the mid 60's. His first film
'Madhumalathi' had all the 3
popular heroes namely Raj
Kumar, Uday Kumar and  Anil
Kumar. With Bharathi as the
heroine, it was directed by
S5.K.A.Chari. This film was
released in 1966 and achieved
good success. However his
second film “NaaneBhagyavathi®
did notdo sowell.

To produce these films, Sampath
had 1o stay in Madras, away from
the Hindi industry of Mumbai,
Feeling that he was getting cut off
from main stream Hindi film
Industry, he bid good bye to
producing Kannada films and went
back to the Hindi film industry, where he continued his cinematography.

Sampath operated 3 studio titled “Madri Photographers” at Bombay,
from his home. Well-known actress Sadhana's screen test was taken at
this studio.

Apart from Hindi films, Sampath has photographed films in many other
languages like Assamese, Bhojpuri, Marwari, efc. He has also
photographed many TV serials, documentaries and Ad films,

Sampath was married to Saroja from Palahalli family. He passed away in
early 2006 due to a severe hearl attack. He was perhaps one of the early
Mandayams who made a mark for himself as a technician in the Hindi film
industry. -By M.AN.Prasad
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R.A.Ramamani - A Musical Star

RA Ramamani, daughter of Pandita bhushanam RA Krishnamacharya, is
one of the topmost Carnatic vocalist of our country. Her expertise in
experimenting carnatic with western music, has made her famous all
over the world She is one of the few in cur community to be decorated
with the prestigious awards such as Ganakala bhushana by Karnataka
Ganakala Parishat and Kempegowda award by BEMP Recently
Ramamani was honoured by Swaramurthy ¥V N Rao Memorial Trust on
the occasion of its Carnatic music festival titled 'Veeneya Bedagu' held
in Bengaluru, February 20th to 23rd, 2019 at Bangalore Gayana Samaja
with Swaramurthy V. N. Rac Memaorial National Award.On Shivarathri
day, the Ashwath Narayan Foundation and Malleshwaram Sanskrutila
Sangha honoured her in the august presence of the Cabinet Minister
and MP of Bangalore MNorth, Sri DV Sadananda Gowda, MLA of
Malleshwaram constituency, Dr. Ashwath Narayan and other
dignitaries.The Karnataka College of Percussion, of which she is the
Vice Principal, was awarded Ganakalakusuma title, with a purse by Sri
Rama Lalithakala Mandira.Wish Smt. Ramamani and her organisation
many maore recognitions

-By Kamala.N.K.

Insights of a Cinematographer

I was born in Anantapur and grew up in Bangalore. When the entire
world was flocking towards being a Software Engineer, my interests
were In fine arts. Drawings, paintings, photography and
Cinematography became a natural progression.

Alter completing my Diploma in Cinematography, | assisted two
veteran Cinematographers in Kannada Film Industry Shri
D.V.Rajaram and Shri Manjunath Sir. | also worked with my cousin,
Shri. T.M.Narasimhan, as Assistant director for his TV series “Stories
of Goruru Ramaswamy lyengar”. It was a glamorous warld and people
were happy to come in front of the Camera.

After various stints in different fields of television and film making, |
finally ended up joining Films Division as a Cinematographer. This
changed my entire perception of film making and of life itself. Films
Division brought me face-to face with hard hitting reality of life - The
Documentary Films.

One particular incident in the initial stages of my career in Films
Division is worth mentioning, | happened to go to Jadugoda, a place in
Jharkhand where the only Uranium mine in India is situated. After
extracting the Uranium, the remaining radioactive sludge called the
“tailings" were disposed in the open and surrounding villagers
complained about skin defects and physical deformities in them
because of it. My Director asked me to take a shot of a boy who was
around 16-17 years old, bul looked not more than 5 years old. He
could not walk or stand, he lay on bed all his life, and he was just skin
wrapped around a skeleton. When | placed my camera in front of him
to take his shot, he started beating his chest with his fist in disgust. He
did not want to be filmed. This incident has a long lasting impression
on my life. Not all are happy to be in front of the camera. The realities
of life are very harsh from what we actually think it is. We think our life
is hard, but there are people who have faced hardships that we cant
even imagine of,

I have been deep in the interiors of Manipur where there are no roads
and electricity, but everyone speaks fluent English and every boy has
a gun. | have been with the Chakma refugees who have fled
Bangladesh and have taken refuge in Arunachal Pradesh and the
Maheshwari communities who have fled Pakistan and struggling to
settle in Gujarat. | have also been with the "Walking Dead" people of
UP and Bihar who are proclaimed dead by their near relatives to grab
their land and these people are struggling to prove that they are very
much alive.

| have made films on the Nellie massacre victims where nearly 2200
people were brutally massacred in one day in 1983. The Valley of
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Diler Arunima Sinha - YouTube

vouTube

Pt Fy=regar

Flowers in Ultarakhand is a breathtaking experience that should not
be missed where one can see the celestial flower “Brahma Kamal™ in
its full bloom.

| have made films on women who have the guts to stand up for their
own rights like Privanka Bharati of Eastern UP and those who have
passed through challenging situations and have emerged out strong
like Arunima Sinba. There are many other untold stories like these
that do not feature on News Channels as they do not grab TRPs. The
film "Diler Arunima Sinha" was Awarded at the Divyang
Shashaktikaran Film Festival in Sirifort Auditorium, Mew Delhi last
year. You can see the film at the following link:
https://youtu.be/EDd1sGGrl 78

On the other hand, | have also accompanied the Prime Minister and
President of India on their diplomatic visits to many countries. The
most memorable was my visit to CERN with the Hon'ble President
Srnt. Pratibha Patil. | got an opportunity to go down and see the Large
Hadron Collider (LHC) and the ALICE detector.

This job has taken me to places within India and abroad which | would
never have visited otherwise. It has introduced me Lo cultures and
people so diverse that every experience has enhanced my outlook
lowards life. The journey till now has been eventiul and I'm sure the
future has a lot more in store for me.,

| am presently working in Films Division as a Director and live with my
wife, Annapurna Deshmukh (who is also a film maker) and two boys
Avanish lyengar and Shrinidhi lyengar in Mumbai.Few of my films are
available on my youtube channel "Shridhar lyengar.

- By Shridhar lyengar
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Ranjini Ramanujam
Multi-talented Inspiration

1. Howwas your childhood like growing up?

|, Ms. Ranjini Ramanujam, daughter of M.).Ramanujam & Revathi,
granddaughter of Late M.) Narayana lyengar (MJMN). | was born and have
been brought up in Malleswaram, Bangalore

| am a person with “congenital bilateral profound sensori-neural
hearing loss of more than 90dB" In simple terms, it means that by birth |
cannot hear most of the everyday sound or speech, which would
hamper overall development.

| am told that this condition was detected when | was a year old. My
parents put me through regular, arduous and rigorous speech therapy
sessions over many years, due to which | learnt to understand speech
through lip reading and then speak.

Since | cannot hear what | speak, there is no auto-self feedback for me
to correct my pronunciation. Also the volume in which | am speaking
will not be known to me. So at every stage my mother and others in the
family had to tell me about it. This did not come easy but by the very
hard way.

Initially to make me aware of the existence of an entity such as "sound”
my mother had to carry me in her arm, put my hand on her throat, make
some sound, make me feel the vibrations, make me see her lip
movement and then show me the object which was being mentioned.
So, lwas made to learn syllable by syllable, word by word and 50 on.

Even though | fearnt nouns and verbs with some difficulty, adverbs and
adjectives were more difficull. Grammar was very difficult!! | would fail
in some subjects due to poor grammar, Teachers were also unaware of
the fact that this was a common problem with hearing impaired
PErsons.

| was then advised by my parents to read simple storybooks and
newspaper and write these in my own words. Somebody or the otherin
our joint family would take pains to explain me the details of the story
and correct my write-up. It was a very difficult and exhausting exercise
for them too.

At this juncture my parents had to decide whether | should go to a
special school for deaf or continue in normal school, and also about the
medium of instruction and the language of communication. This was
again a very difficult decision to make as studying in normal school was
becoming increasingly strenuous, Bul considering the fact that
studying in normal school would help faster and greater integration
with mainstream society they decided to continue in normal school. Of
course, | had to face lot of difficulties in school and college, to
understand what the teacher was saying and even to know what was
going on around me. But by the grace of God, excellent support from
family and friends, | continued to study in a normal school (Cluny
Convent, Malleswaram) and college (Mount Carmel College,
Bangalore), acquired B.Com degree and went on to obtain CIC
(Certificate in Computing)} from IGNOU.

Sports was something that interested me from my childhood and
people say | had inherited that interest from my father who was a
national basket ball player, and naturally | liked playing that game. But, |
could not continue that game since it was a team game requiring
constant communication between team mates and also adhering to the
referee’s whistle. So, | started playing shuttle badminton, an individual
game, when | was 18yrs, which was quite late by normal standards.
Usually one starts the game from about & or § years. Here also | had to
struggle as it was not possible for the coach to correct my mistakes or
guide me by voice when the practice was in progress. He had to do so
only after the rally or stop the game in between, come in my line of sight
from where | could read his lips. This definitely reduced the
effectiveness and impact of training due to time lag. Here again, by hard
work, determination and commitment of me and my coach, | could
make amark.

After my academic career, | was employed in the Accounts Depl of
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GAIL India Ltd, {for 3years), HAL Aerospace (for 1 year) before joining
Infosys BPO in June 2006, where | am continuing to work, currently as
Assistant Manager. | have had experience of managing a team of
around 18 Mormal employees. Also | have been an Active member for
many Initiatives such as Sports, Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR),
Helping Disabled by providing training etc.

2. Who did you used to look up to as a role model growing up?

During my early years, | did not have any Role model. It was only at the
age of 18, my father was told by his friend, the Legendary Sri. Prakash
Padukone, that | can try Badminton Shuttle, and to meet Sri. Rajiv
Bagga, the then Mational Champion, who was also hearing impaired. It
was then | started playing Badminton Shuttle as pastime. During one of
the matches in Bangalore, my father and | met Rajeev Bagga, Thereafter
he became my Role Model. He guided me to enter tourneys for Deaf,
where | made a mark and carved a niche for myself, by being the State
and Mational Champion for many years, and World No.2, in 19997,
Recognition from various sources followed later on.

3. What are the challenges you faced when you decided to take up
professional badminton? How did you overcome them?

| did not take up Professional badminton. | was just an Amateur player.
Though | represented the Bangalore University Team in the open
category, it was only at the tournaments for Deaf where | represented
Karnataka State and India and won medals for myself, the State & the
Country.

My communicating with other players and coach was initially the
biggest challenge & problem. As my pronunciation is different from
others, it would take some time for others to follow what | am saying.
But after some time they would start understanding what | am trying to
say. Then it requires lot of patience and understanding from others. |
had to struggle as it was not possible for the coach to correct my
mistakes or guide me by voice when the practice was in progress, He
had to do so only after the rally or stop the game in between, come in
my line of sight from where | could read his lips. This definitely reduced
the effectiveness and impact of training due to time lag. Here again, by
hard work, determination and commitment of my coach and me, |
could make a mark.




The natural and first expression people generally have is Pity,/ "
Sympathy towards disabled people. This ideally should be replaced -

with empathy. Generally, people would distance themselves and
hesitate to getinvolved with such people due to lack of awareness, lack >
of understanding on how to deal and interact with such people. The
world would be a better place to live if this kind of attitude changes.
People have to be more patient and understanding to involve disabled
people along with normal people, thereby bridging the gap. This would
make our society more inclusive and integrated. The sensitization
amongst people could be by making them learn and visualize the kind
of problems disabled people go through. | am currently involved in a
few projects covering various disabiliies such as -Visual, Hearing,
Physical impairments, etc,. undertaken by some NGOs to provide

Barrier Free Environment to such people, so that they can be integrated
with main stream society. T O YO U I

5. What is one motto in life that you live by?

Mothing is Impossible! sa m pu

6. What are your general interests and hobbies? “M.A Rajalakshmi

4. Tell me something about stereotypes the general society has ¥
about differently abled people that have to be sensitized. ¥ LA ﬁ

| love watching movies and playing games like chess and Badminton,
which | find hard to make time for such hobbies at present due to office
work schedules. Apart from my extracurricular interests, | have
keenness to work for welfare of disabled through education, sports or
developing other skills.

Thank you for being such an amazing source of inspiration. Any
advice Lo youngsters on following their dreams despite all odds?

Thank you for the compliments. My words o youngsters- Do not give
up. Keep on trying to improve yourself. Be of service to the community,
the society and the Nation. Come what may, Keep Smiling & Be Happy,
sothatothers can Smile and be Happier. - By Aryashree

JPINS presents

Short Term - Art Courses
AGE LIMIT: 5TO 15 YEARS
TERM : 3 months
(classes available on weekdays & weekends)

COURSES: TIMINGS:
1. DRAWING &PAINTING 3 to4.30 pm
2. CRAFTS 4.30 to 5.30 pm
3. CALLIGRAPHY 530to7 pm

VEMUE: JPINS, SESHADRIPURAM

CONTACT: 8722217555
Classes will commence from August.
Registration compulsory

Follow us on facebook

Ramanujacharya was bornin the village of Sriperumbudur, Tamil Madu

He was born to mother Kanthimathi and father Asuri Kesava Somaya]

He studied in an Advaita Vedanta monastery with Yadava Prakasa as his guru.

He is also known as Sri R@manujacharya, Udaiyavar, Ethirajar (Yatirgja, king of monks), Bhashyakarar, Godagrajar, Thiruppavai
leeyar, Emberumanar and Lakshmana Muni”



AVENUES & CAREER EXPERIENCES

The First Aero India Show

0! that | were a bird! Who doesn't wish for this? The flight of birds has
been fascinating man since time immemorial. Since he cannot fly like a
bird, he invented a device with winds to imitate the same. And where
else do we see a huge array of a variety of such devices but the air show
AERO INDIA - and what an experience | had there!ln 1996, this was the
first show of its kind in Asia, and a privilege for India, since it was held at
the Yelahanka airbase in Bangalore. | had not only the privilege of
watching this spectacular show but also the satisfaction of being a part of
it, as a member of the St.John’'s Ambulance emergency team. A vast flat
area for the air show, the exhibits and aeroplane landing, as well as for
the viewers - what an experience! Being part of the emergency team is a
thrill no doubt, but to our fortune, as well as the crowd's, no untoward
incident took place, thanks to Vayudeva. The exhibition was a visual treat
with beautiful air models, various types of planes - war and civilian. The
knowhow / technology and science for general public was well explaine.
World best aircraft, various types of helicopters, the Sukhoi and various
other foreigh aircraft - it was fascinating. | reached the zenith of
jubilance when | met Dr. Rakesh Sharma, a pioneer pilot, Lt.Col. Suri, an
aero stalwart and scientist as well as others eminent
personalities.Initially, people bustled about looking for vantage points to
settle down. But as the show began, all peripheral activity came to a
standstill. People held their breath as everyone watched the show, The
only sound was the noise of the planes themsehves and of the sounds of
exclamation as the spectators appreciated the manoeuvres.Horizontal
flights and vertical fall, the majestic sounds, the skill when multiple
aircrafts fly close to each other — what a grand vision! It was a wonderful
performance from the pilots.We thank defence ministry and also our
StJohn's association for civil services for providing us with this
wonderful opportunity.As the sky grew dark, the curtains fell on a 3 day
gala airshow that ended without any untoward incident ended but with

full joy and grandeur. - M.D Jaisimha

Coincidentally, the first Aero India Show, AVIA 1 was organised by team
of Wing Commander Inder Suri, son-in-law of Late Smi. 5.A.Veda."

Smt. M.A.Mythili - Audiologist and Speech Pathologist

smt.M.AMythili is quite popularly known as
'Speech and Hearing Mythili' in Mandayam
circles. Her BSc degree in Speech and
Hearing from the University of Mysore set
her on the path of specialising in Audiology
and Speech Pathology. After BSc, she
pursued M5c in Speech and Hearing from
the University of Mysore and later on
earned a one-year fellowship at Kasturba
Medical College, Manipal.

From 1976 to1985 she served as a
research assistant and lecturer in audiology and speech pathology at
the All India Institute of Speech and Hearing in Mysore. Smt. Mythili
worked as an audiologist and speech pathologist at MS Ramaiah from
198610 2008.

She is a writer and a public speaker in her subject and is also a trained
dancer in Bharatanatyam. Her articles on audiology and speech
pathology have appeared in medical journals and newspapers. She
has also delivered lectures on the subject including one at Bharatiya
Vidya Bhavan, Bangalare.

smt. Mythili is also the brain behind the ‘'musical cradle’ She was
often consulted by weary parents of four and five year olds with
hearing impairedness, when it was already too late. When hearing
loss is detected late, invaluable time for stimulating the auditory
pathways to hearing centres of the brain is lost.  Speech and
grnail.com
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language development is delayed, affecting social, emotional and
academic development of the child. And this situation set her on
finding ways to detect the problem in infants, to prevent further
hearing loss.

With this idea in mind, she designed and developed the ‘sushravya’,
a sound-proof cradle fitted with two sound boxes, one on either side
of the cradle, which are connected to an audiometer. She used three
kinds of sounds to stimulate the baby's auditory pathways- that of a
baby's cries, of a lullaby and that of classical music. The baby is
expected to turm Lo that side of the cradle from where the sound was
being played if the baby’s hearing abilities were normal. And lack of
response Lo sound stimulation indicated hearing impairedness. She
is currenlly engaged in research on developing exercises for
improving balance mechanism and functions in children, adults and
the elderly, Her interestin Public Health Service merits mention,

She has a word of caution for people of all ages, specially for children
and young adults who are inclined to spending a good deal of time on
handheld devices like the mobile and the tab- that it might cause
hypothyroidism as the neck is held in a forward-bend position for too
long, thereby compressing the thyroid gland.Excessive usage of
devices like the mobile phone affects the balance mechanism in
toddlers and young children too.

Smt. Mythili currently lives in Bangalore with her family and runs her

clinicin Malleswaram.
- Ramya Srivas
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Smt. Kasturi Sridhar
Teacher, Educator and Trainer for persons with disabilities

Smit.Kasturi Sridhar from Pashal Krishnakumar family is an achiever
in yet another unigue profession. She works as - teacher, educator
and trainer for persons with disabilities specially the 'Deal’ and works
towards bringing language and communication into the lives of deaf
children and parents and deaf adults and their families. She worked
as Consultant at ISLRTC (Indian Sign Language Research and Training
Centre) New Delhi. It's an autonomous organisation under the
Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities( DEPwD)
under the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment (MSJE),
Governmentof India, New Delhi.

She has shared some of her experiences and opinions on various
aspects of her profession.

What is sign language?

Kasturi: Sign Language is an integral part of deaf communities in
India. It is estimated that Indian Sign Language is used by over
1,000,000 deaf adults and by approximately 500,000 Deaf children,
less than 5% of whorm altend special schools for deafl. Sign language
is visual, manual language. Research in Indian Sign Language began
in the year 1977 by a pioneering work of Dr.Vasishtha , a professor
from the Gallaudet University , Washinglon DC,

The deaf prefer to be called as only Deaf (not Deaf and Mute, Deal
and Dumb) In 2011 Census, the total population of deaf persons in
India numbered about 50 lakhs. Indian Sign Language (ISL) is used in
the deaf community all aver India. But I5L is not used in deaf schools
to teach deaf children. Teacher lraining programs do not orient
teachers lowards teaching methods that use ISL. ISL interpreters are
anurgent requirement at institutes and places where communication
between deaf and hearing people takes place but India has only less
than 300 certified interpreters. These statements below are some
commaon misconceptions that people have about sign languages and
about Indian Sign Language. .and all of them are FALSE!

1. Sign languages are the same all over the world.

2. Sign languages are based on spoken language. Sign languages are
avisual representation of spoken languages. Indian Sign Language is
aform of Hindi represented on the hands.

3. Sign languages have been invented by other people to help deaf
people.

4. American Sign Language is betler than Indian Sign Language.
5. Signed Hindi or Signed English is better than ISL.

6. Indian Sign Language is not a complete language like Hindi or
English; itis like pantomimes or gestures. Sign languages do nothave
grammar,

7. Sign languages are iconic and therefore can be leamt and
understood easily.

8. Sign languages are limited, cannot express complicated ideas and
hence cannot be used to teach.

9. Using a sign language limits job opportunities and leads toisolation
from the hearing word.

10. Teaching sign language prevents development of speech and
listening skills,

11. Spoken languages are better than sign languages.
12. Sign language s finger spelling.

13. After learning basic sign language, one can become an
interpreter.

14. Deal people all over the world should use the same sign
language.

How did you get to know or develop interest in this? What
qualifications or training are required to pursue this as a career?
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Kasturi: My work with the deaf
people began in the year 2003
when | started learning Sign
Language in the S.R.
Chandrasekhar institute of
Speech and Hearing,
Lingarajpuram, Bangalore. As a
teacher in the regular school |
used to teach and few deal
individuals asked if 1 could
volunteer to teach deaf
children. Initially it was
challenging, but then1stared to
getqualified to teach the deaf,

I did my training course for

leachers in Special education

and later Post graduation in Special Education, specialising in
teaching the deaf.

These courses are available in various colleges across India. The
details of the colleges offering the rehabilitation courses are available
in RClwebsite (hitp://www.rehabcouncil.nic.in/ )

People doing these courses work as teachers, educators,
counsellors and rehabilitation specialists, Sign language interpreters
in Schools and Colleges, Indian and International NGO's and
Rehabilitation & Development sector and Government sectors.
What inspired you to take up this unique work?

Kasturi: My paternal grandfather from Veerambhudhi family was
also a person with hearing impairment and was deaf. He worked as a
draftsman in the Mysore palace during the Wadeyar dynasty. Many
af his designs and the works still exist in the Mysore palace, He was
an excellent painter and draftsmen and person with artistic abilities.
During those days, my grandfather had very limited access either in
education or opportunities. This motivates me to contribute towards
the hearing impaired and help them avail belter opportunities.

The fact that challenges in education sector are huge, especially in
the area of deal education, because of very little awareness about
childhood deafness, early intervention, language, communication
and parent awareness. Also there are not many teacher educators -
all these inspired me.

What are the challenges that you face in your work?

Kasturi: The challenges are more or less same and similar as you find
in any other occupations, be it a software engineer or a doctor or a
CA. This career oplion is generally the last option as a career. They
say - If you don't get any job become a teacher - as if teaching is very
easy and not demanding. But a teacher is a person who makes life
worth living and being a teacher in the lives of persons with
disabilities, is much more worthwhile and enriching,

We are proud to have you aboard MSS, any message that you
would like to convey..

Kasturi: As a Mandayam, | see that the Mandayam Srivaishnava
community is a very open, enlightened, enterprising community. As
a responsible community, there is a lot of scope to do and make a
difference in the lives of persons with Disabilities. As a communily
we can initiate projects and programmes in this domain, like doinga
survey to understand the incidence of childhood deafness in our
community and open a resource centre for a Bilingual-Bicullural
school or a centre for deaf children and learners.

Many Thanks and regards to Smt. Kasturi Sridhar for educating us
about Indian Sign Language and Sign Languages. Wishing her good
luck and successin all her future endeavours.

- Kala Mandyam

To contribite-and forany feedback write to mandayamnews@gmallcom




M.K.T. Narayan
Disaster Management and Emergency Services.

Sri M. K. T. Narayan of Krishnakumar Burudu family is a
committee member. He is the son of late Sri M. K. Narasimhan,
who was also an active member in the MSS, and Smt. M. O.
Vedavalli. Sri Narayan is a member of the Head Quarters, Quick
Response Team and Divisional-in-charge of Unit 34. He has been
part of various rescue and relief operations, the most recent being
al the major disaster at Aero India 2019, where more than 400
cars were burnt beyond recognition and operations after the
Kodagu floods. He has undergone various rigorous trainings and
attended several conferences at national levels. His proficiencies
are varied and are certified from 1. National Institute of Disaster
Management 2. National Civil Defence College, now known as
NDRF Academy.3. National Disaster Management Authority.4.
Administrative Training Institute.5. M.5. Ramaiah University.His
dedicated services at the Republic Day and Independence Day
have gained recognition at the Army Day celebration. Recently he
has been awarded the Chief Minister's Gold Medal for Meritorious
Services in 2018. He shares his experiences withus

Canyou tell us about yourself and yourwork?

To begin with, let me brief you about the department. Civil
Defence is an auxiliary wing of National Disaster Response Force
and National Disaster Management Authority, Ministry Of Home
Affairs, Govt. of India. In Karnataka it is headed by the Director
General of Police, who is also the Director, Civil Defence. QOur
main role is disaster management, rescue and relief and post
disaster support. | have been trained on fire fighting, collapsed
structure rescue, flood rescue, handling chemical disasters and
also in mass crowd controlling to support state police in
bundobast duties during parliament elections and state assembly
elections, new year day celebrations, national festivals, VVIP
visits/rallies in the city, etc., | have been working with the mock
evacuation drill team at the Bengaluru airport since 2013. This is
conducted every 2 years to check the preparedness of the
concemned authorities in case of air crash. | have also been a
trainer for students and corporate employees on disaster
preparedness.

How did you get to know or develop interest in this field?

This Organization was started during world war I, however in
India this act was passed in parliament long back after
independence but gained more popularity in the year 2005.
Since childhood | had a passion to be a part of the uniformed
forces and was inspired to join this service.

Is this pursued as a profession or social service?

This is more like a social service, however if one joins this
department during graduation, the trainings provided can fetch
jobs in MNCs as safety officers or also can apply for jobs in
Central /State Government organizations. | would rather like to
say that it's left to the individual to choose his/her career with a
willingness to join the department, no compulsions.

What are the challenges that you face in yourwork and how do
you cope with them?

The challenges we experience are mainly personal safety and

To contribute and for any feedback write to mandayamnewsizgmail com

health hazards. Being first responders for any natural or
manmade disasters, we are exposed to toxic fumes, be it from fire
or chemicals, mob fury and attack on uniformed personnel or
sometimes legal interferences.

What skill sets or qualifications are required?

The basic skill set required is willingness to pitch in for duty
against all odds. As said earlier, being the emergency first
responders we enter the troubled arena when others move out.
Our main motto is to protect lives and prevent damage to
property. There are various divisions and each one requires
different training. The department has many divisions like

I. Head Quarter services- the admin staff,
ii. Warden services- deployed during any exigencies,

iii. Communication services- technical people who have to take
up exam from ministry of communications,

iv. Medical services- team of doctors and paramedics. All the
members are well trained on all aspects.

Last but not the least..What motivates you to plunge into this
risk taking service?

Passion to serve the nation... and as a matter of pride for any
service personnel “Want to breathe my last with my boots
on!"Wow!

With that inspirational note, many thanks to Mr. MKT Narayan for
having shared his views and keeping us informed.
- Kala Mandyam
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The IBB Outdoor Meet

The San Francisco Bay Area based |BBllyengars By the Bay) /
Mandayams Board organized the 2019 Outdoor Meet / Picnic at
Sanborn County Park, Saratoga, CA on June 2, 2019.About 50-60
local members including kids attended the meel. The weather was
warm and sunny - perfect for a day of walking/hiking in the park.The
picnic was an after-lunch gathering which started al 2pm with
members arriving at the park, followed by social hour and
food/drinks which included snacks, cut fruits, sandwiches, cakes,
soft drinks, tea/coffee ete. After that, elders and kids participated in
games, hikes and had fun.An additional attraclion was the visit of
noted Mandayam dramatist, actor and comedian Sr, Y.Gee.
Mahendra along with his wife SmL Sudha Mahendra, and his drama
troupelwho are visiling the US showcasing their latest play "3)i"). He
enthralled the members with his humor and wit. We are very grateful
to Mr.YGee for taking time out of his busy schedule, and
visiting/interacting with IBB /Mandayams.Overall, everyone who
attended had a fantastic time, relishing the sun with family and

friends. -By Sricharan RA
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Sri Pejawara Sridhama - A visit

Sri PejawaraSridhama, an old age home located at |.P.Nagar Mysore,
under the patronage of Sri.RamavittalaTrust and Pejawar Swamiji, is
managed by a dedicated committee. Sri.VishweshaTheerthaSwarmiji
of Udipi Pejawar mutt envisioned the institution in such a way that it
does not foster the old-age home attitude and habit nor does it prove
detrimental to any cultural and family values. Pejawara Sridhama has
Laken care to provide all the basic facilities, While a part of the Ashram
is open to those who can afford to lake care of their expenses, a
section is also reserved Lo those who need total support.On 15th
December 2018, Mandayam Srivaishnava Sabha, Mysuru Shakha

ed the day's sumptuous lunch for the 20-25 inmates. Some

ore commiltee mermbers - Chairman - Smt. Malini Srinivasan,
Secretary- Sri M.). Sampath Kumar, Ex chairman- 5ri M.T.
Ramaswamy and Joint Treasurer Sri. R.A. Kumar visited the old age
home. They were taken around the premises of the Home and were
explained about funds and other similar arrangements by other
organizations.They were also introduced to the inmates and spent
some time interacting with thern. As the lunch time approached, our
office bearers joined in serving the food to the inmates. The Manager
of the Home profusely thanked the Mandayam Srivaishnava Sabha
for the sponsorship,  Thus our office bearers spent around three
hours in the Old Age Home, interacting with both the management
and the inmates and had a very fruitful and satisfying day.

-By Rekha Kesari
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Sumanth and Swathi

wishing you a long. happy married life. 13th May.

-All Kith and kin




Mandayam Survey 2018-19 - An Appeal

The M55 launched a survey of the Mandayam Community during the
AGM held in 2018. The Sabha intends to develop 2 good database which
will be useful to the present as well as future generations. The idea is to
have more inclusive community engagements as per changing
times.Links to the google forms have been posted online on several
groups. The link is https://goo.gl/forms/hEShiVX59dhNwmKH3

and can also be accessed by searching for “Mandayam Census 2018%in
Google Forms, This form has to be filled by (a) All individuals born in
Mandayam families (b} Mandayam women married to non
Mandayams (¢} Mon Mandayam women who have married into
Mandayam community.Every individual has to fill the form right from a
new born child to the oldest in the family since this information is also
used to update the Mandayam Genealogy Book.The form asks for
information like family name, address, telephone number, gothram,
education, profession, achievements, etc. The form takes only about 4
minutes to fill. Therefore, this is an ardent appeal to all Mandayams to
furnish the details of all the members of their families.We are happy to
share that we have received about 600 responses so far. We would like to
thank all the Mandayams who sent their responses. We are estimated to
be a community of about 3000 people. Therefore, we need more entries
to get a better understanding of the Mandayam Community.Our
volunteers will visit households of those who are not able to fill online.
The names and mobile numbers of these volunteers are given below and
you may contact them for any clarifications.Hope all Mandayams
appreciate this endeavour and help us complete this project.

List of Volunteers

Radha Rangarajan (Blr) 9742356392, Rekha Badri (Blr)
9844160057, MK Narayana (BIr) 9844031462, Padmini RM (Bir)
9620271942, Rajani Rajesh (Blr) 9980043553, Rekha Kesari (Mysore)
9449609157, Krishnakumar (Mysore) 9845238875

To contribute and for any feedback write to mandayamnewsizgmail com
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Thyagaraja & Purandaradasa
Aradhana Celebrations

Thyagaraja and
Purandaradasa
Aradhana celebration
was conducted by the
Mandayam
Srivaishnava Sabha,
Mysuru Shakha, at
Mandayam Vidyarthi
Milayam on 10th
February 2019.The
program commenced
at 5: 30 p.m. with a
welcome speech by
our Chairman, Smt MaliniSrinivasan, who cordially invited the chief
guest Smt.M._K.Saraswathi, all musicians and members of the sabha. The
event was compered by Sr. M.K.Krishna Kumar, Jt. Secretary. The
recitation started after aradhana was traditionally carried out by Sri. P.
Ramanujam. The recitation of Pancharatnakritis of Saint Thyagaraja went
on for 2 hrs. A goshti of about 20, including Vidushi M_K. Saraswathi,
Vidushi Ranjini Koushik; Vidushi Surabhi Pustakam and other members
of MSS, enthralled the audience with their soulful rendition. They were
accompanied by Vid. Kannan on violin, Vid.V.5.Ramesh and
Vidushi.Smt.Eshwari on mridangam and Chi.Varun on the flute Later,
Smt. Malini honored Smt. M.K.Saraswathi. Sri. M.T.Ramaswamy
felicitated Sri.R.A. Kumar, for his extraordinary contribution in the field of
Literature. Each member of the Goshti was also felicitated.Viote of thanks
was proposed by M., Sampath Kumar, Secretary MMS. Light
refreshment was provided at the end of the function.

-By Rekha Kesari
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Statue Of Equality
A divine experience

A divinely ordained, awesome project which is nearing
completion One has to visil this place to appreciale the
enormity of the project worth INR 1000 crores. The 217
foot/65 metre statue made of 5 metals, by experts from
China, is glorious. The golden hue is guaranteed to glow
for minimurm 20 years.

The Statue of Equality is visible from miles away. As one
goes nearer, the amazing architecture marvel gets
clearer. The sheer size of the project, the breath taking
view, and the delicate detailed carvings stun the viewer.

36 melal elephants at the base, carrying the 27 fool lotus
petals, on which the magnilicent Ramanujacharya statug
is sealed is an example of superior craftwork, The serene
face of Sri Ramanujais well etched.

Entry steps made of pink sand stone from Rajasthan, are
still being kept in place. Entrance lo the sanclum with
well carved arches, where a golden diety of
Ramanujacharya will be kept, is in place.
Maolasthambamis in front of the statue.

Itis a shutterbug's paradise, Take a snap from any angle
and you have a perfect frarme thal you can be proud of.
The majestic diety is specially remarkable,

On a closer look of the venue under construction, sites
for 108 omately carved model temples all around the
majestic metallic Ramanujacharyais a sight to behold.

-By Sesh Marayan






Yathiraja Thirunakshatram 2019 - A Report

The glorious Ramanuja —
Thirunakshatram of

2019 was held on a
grand scale on 19th
May. With festivities
galore and the
penchant for reverence
of each of our
community members,
the celebrations proved
nothing short of a
spectacle.

The idol of Sri
Ramanujacharya,
decked and bejeweled,
careened from the
Yadugiri Yathiraja Matl
in procession lo the
beautifully decorated mandapam in Ramanuja Sarmskriti Bhavan. The
procession was welcomed by esteemed Ghoshti members chanting
hymns and shlokas,

The invocation song, rendered by Kum. Sriraksha , marked the
auspicious initiation of the events planned lor the day. His Holiness
Sri Sri Yadugir Yathiraja Narayana Ramanuja Jeeyar presided over the
gathering. Following his venerated welcome, Jeeyar swami
performed aarati to Sri Ramanuja. Jeeyar was thanked for gracing the
accasion with his presence. His aashirvachanam enraptured the
audience and his blessings on children taking to the stage later on in
adisplay of their talents, were indomilable in spirit.

'‘Gadvyatrayam', the critical commentary on shastras composed by
Sri Ramanuja was recited by community members, after which the
much anticipated Dashavatara Vaibhavam, a musical skit was doled
out by young neophytes. They relayed the ten avataras of Lord
Vishnu in an ensemble of costumes. The skit was co-ordinated by
Smt. Malati Singlachar and Smi. Rajani Rajesh. The children also
recited shlokas. The participants of the skit were - Sanvi (Matsya),
Vivan (Koorma), Nityashree(Varaha), Samarth(Narasimha),
Ramapriya(Vamana), Sreepradheyene(Parashurama),
Mukund.S(Rama), Dhriti(Balarama), Nandan(Krishna) and
Smitha(Kalki). Sakshath (Perumal), Aarini (Sridevi),
Sumedha(Bhudevi), Vishal{Ramanujacharya), Keshav,
Krishna Akshar (disciples) also participated.

Smt. Rajalakshmi MA sponsored cash gifts for the children who
participated in the drama. Smb Pustakam Yadugini encouraged
learning of Divya Prabandham and Vedas, through cash gifts for 5
children who were learning the same.

A musical treat was contributed by Smi Pusthakam Ramaa and SmL
Pusthakam Andal, with Sri. Srinivas on the Tabla. Smt.Radha
Rangarajan, SmLMalini Narasimhan and Kum. Aditi Narasimhan
were others on stage. This 'Ramanuja Avayava Vaibhavam' in its
mellifluous rendition delighted the audience.

This was followed by a Bharatanatyam dance recital by Smt.Smitha
Raghunath on 'Aacharya Vaibhavam', The drama 'Sri Ramanuja
MNama Mahimal' , penned by Sml Thangamani, received much
appreciation. The actors were M.V.Narayana, M.D.Srinivasan,
Rajagopal Makaram and M.D Jayasimha.

Shathumarai and Tadivaradhane brought up the finale of this
wonderful commemoration of S Ramanuja's legacy, which was
made possible by the efforts of all the Sabha members and revered
Sri Vaishnavas.

-By Aryashree Marayan

Thyagaraja Aradhane - A Musical Feast

The Thyagaraja Aradhane programme on February 3rd 2019 began,
with the Unchavrutthi procession led by Chi.Avyukth as
Sri.Kanakadasaru, Chi.Mukund as Sri.Thyagarajaru and Chi.Vishal as
Sri.Purandaradasaru, from Jai Krishna Hall of Ramanuja Samskruthi
Bhavan. The unchavrutthi headed towards the mutt sannidhi to seek
the blessings of Narasimhar and was then welcomed back the hall
with full henour. This was followed by the invocation song, rendered
by Kurm.Dhruthi and Kum.Sahana of Pashal family.

The Vice President of the Sabha, Smt.Radha Rangarajan, welcomed
the audience to the day's cultural delights and enlightened them on
the tradition of Camatic music. This was followed by a vocal rendition
of ‘Dasara Padagalu’ by Kum.Y.G.Rajashri, SmLY.G.Mythili and Smt.
Saraswathi. The next vocal rendilion "Odi Barayya Vaikuntanatha'
was by duo SmiRashmi Sanjeev and SmbiAmbika Gopal
accompanied by Sri.Kannan on the violin and Smt.Srivalli on the
mirudangam.

Mext, Sri.Yadugiri Yathiraja Ramanuja Jeeyar honoured vocalists
Sri.M.T.Selvanarayan, Sml.Roopa Sridhar, SmL.P.Rama,
Kum.Y.G.Srilatha and nanogenarian and popular AIR artiste of
yesteryears Smt.Yadugiri (Smt.Saraswathi), and mrudangist
Sr.M.T.Rajakesari, witha shawl, acitation and a gift each.

Following this, was an impressive vocal rendition of the song
'‘Bhagyada Lakshmi Baramma' in Hindustani style by
Chi.M.K.Narasimhan accompanied by Sri.Srinivas on the tabla.
Sri.Vishnu Venkalesh accompanied by Sri. Kannan of Mysore on the
violin and Sri.Rangarajan on the mrudangam, treated the audience to
a musical melody on the mandolin. Seven year old Chi.Pradhyumna
of Jaggu family won some applause for his rhythmic recital of a
"kunnakkol’

The climax was a grand ensemble of twenty five wormen vocalists led
by Sri.M.T.Selvanarayan and accompanied by SriKannan on the
violin, Sri.M.T.Rajakesari, Sri. Rangarajan and Smt.Srivalli on the
mrudangam and Sri.Srishaila on the ghatam. They paid their tribute
te Saint Thyagarajar with their rendition of his ‘pancharatna
keerthanegalu'The ‘shathumurai’ was followed by SAM.T.Ravi
Marasimhan's vote of thanks. The day's programme concluded with
tasty thadeeyaradhanam.

-By Ramya Srivas
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Unscramble:
1. avas vanish

2. urjamana
3. ruin champak

4. apara human

5. true crisps

6. margarins

7. pasting hour

8. amber manure |

Do you know:

1. Who accompanied Ramanuja on the pilgrimage to Banaras and
revealed the plan of others to kill him?

2. How many wishes of Yamunacharya did Ramanujacharya promise
to fulfil?

3. In which place did Ramanujacharya disclose the Ashtakshara
mantralo ali?

4. Ta which dynasty did King Vishnuvardhana belong?

5. Whal is the name of Ramanujacharya’s commentary on the
Brahma Sutras?

6. When is Ramanujacharya’s tirunakshatram?
7. Name Ramanujacharya’s philosophy.

8. Where was Ramanujacharya born and where did he relinquish his
mortal body?

Colour the picture

Story Corner
Lord Varada's Six Verdicts

Ramanuja was studying in Yadavaprakasha's gurukula. He thought
Yadavaprakasha wasn't saying the meanings of the Vedas and
Upanishads correctly. So he had some doubts. Then he decided to
ask ThirukachiNambi who he respected as his Acharya.
ThirukachiMNambi used to talk to Varadaraja Perumal. After a few days,
ThirukachiNambi told him the answers. The six answers with
meaning were: Meaning:

1. Ahamevaparamtatvam-Lord Shriman MNarayana said, "l am the
Supreme Lord”

2. Darshanambhedamevacha-The individual souls are different from
Paramatma.

3. Upayeshuprapatishchat-The way to reach Lord's feet is prapatti
which means surrendering to Him.

4. Antimasmiritivarjanam-There Is no need to remember the Lord at
the time of death. Lord Varada will definitely give moksham to all even
if we don't remember him. But we should offer prayers everyday.

5. Dehavasanemuktisyath-Lord Varada will give mukthi to the body at
the time of death.

6. Poornacharya Samashrayath-Lord Varadan supgested to
Ramanuja that he should take refuge at the feet of Mahapoorna (also
called PeriyaNambi as his Acharya or Guru).The main point in this
story is that Ramanuja didn't tell his doubis to ThirukachiNambi. He
only said that he had some questions that were unanswered. And
Lord Varada answered all of these even without Nambi asking him.
These commandments made by Lord Varada paved the way for
Ramanuja’s spiritual path. Later, Ramanuja became a Sanyasi and was
called YathirajaSarvabhouma.

-As told by Nandan Narayan
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Sri Ramanuja and Management

What do we mean by the term ‘Management'? in a simple, common
man's language, it means using the various resources we have like men,
material, money and time optimally to produce the desired result. This
process entails five key functions like planning, organizing, deploying
men suitably, leading them and conirolling the entire activity. All
activities which are aimed at producing a certain results or attaining a
certain goal need to be managed. The people who manage these
activities are called as Managers.

Since studying Management as an academic discipline and obtaining
degrees in it is a relatively recent phenomenon, we tend to think the
subject of Management is a recent one. True, the academic courses in
Management are about a century old. But does that make the subject
itself new? Factors that make management necessary today were faced
by our predecessors earlier also. Did they not resolve those issues? May
be they called it by different names or their solutions were different, but
they did face these issues and they did resclve them. Perhaps, in those
days, people with a natural leadership quality became good managers
and in the absence of any academic training in management, the disciple
imbibed the leadership or management traits from his 'guru’

The fact that our ancient texts could give us a good clue as to how they
tackled these issues has caught the imagination of many and our ancient
texts are being looked into with a new approach to see if we can glean any
hints that would help us in management. While these texts may not speak
of management as such, many of their contents could be applicable to
managemenl. For example our texts may be speaking about ‘Raja
Dharma’ or dos and don'ts for individuals under various 'Neetishastras'
These can be applied to a business leader or a social / political leader in
maintaining his personal and professional ethics, and dealing with
people. We do have a wide collection of ancient works which give us an
insight into such dos and don'ts. What we need is to keep an open mind
and look for any hint or suggestion that helps us to manage things better,
in which ever field we areinto.

Acharya Ramanuja has been considered as a good manager and an able
administrator. We find in his life and the works that he undertook a
methodical application of these concepts. His activities covered the
spiritual, refigious and social fields and we find that he has applied these
concepts in all these fields, which speaks for his wide vision and concern
for the welfare of all. Here is an overview of some of the works he carried
out and how well they were managed.

Ramanuja brought about reforms in the temples of Srirangam, Tirumala
and Melukote. These systems laid down by Ramanuja have been so well
concelved that they are being followed even today, after nearly a
thousand years. What were the key elements of the system he
introduced? A clear cut job description. Smaller area of operation for
each group of 'Kainkaryaparas' - those serving the temple - by increasing
the group of Kainkaryaparas from the earlier ten to twenty. Clearly spelt
out authority and responsibility. Specified well the duties at each level of
activity. Gave importance to proper time management. He is said to have
reviewed on a daily basis the schedule of activities for the day and the
progress made. In fact, we get many incidents in Ramanuja’s life that
reflect the application of all aspects of management.

Ramanuja realized that man has certain basic needs like food, shelter and
security. You can involve him in other pursuits only after these are met.
So he took care to ensure that temples which were mini societies too
care of these basics. Once these needs were met, he needed recognition
and esteem. This was provide through the offering of Thirtham and
prasadam at the temple. Now the devotee was ready to accept the higher
role of serving the God and through that the society. He brought
together all segments of the society and created social harmony by
giving a specific role to each community in the service of the temple.

He was a great motivator. He used to mix with the various workers at the
temple and take keen interest in the work they were doing. It is said that
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the workers in the temple granary would usually sing folk songs while
filling the granary with cleaned paddy. While going round the temple,
Ramanuja would visit the granary and listen to their singing. The fact that
Ramanuja would visit the granary and listen to their singing was a great
miotivator to these workers. He interacted with the tailors whe stitched
the garment to be worn by the Lord during procession, took care to
ensure that the Vahanas were polished and shining, spoke to the cooks
in the madapalli urging them to maintain the highest standards of
cleanliness and hygiene, and so on. Though he was the top person in
charge of the temple, me made sure that he was in touch with the ground
level worker and had a hands on knowledge of what was happening at
the temple.

Ramanuja involved various class of people like potiers, weavers, washer-
men, pipers, palanquin bearers, etc in the activities of the temple and
zave them specific roles. His concept was to keep these industries alive
through the usage of their products in the temple. This kind of concern
for the welfare of all was unigue in Ramanuja. He was instrumental in
building the huge tank at Thondanur which supplied water to a large
segment of the society and its farmers.

As we study the life and works of Ramanuja, we find many incidences
which highlight his excellent planning, detailed insight into various
subjects, good execution of plans and successful skills in interpersonal
management. It is good to study his life afresh and look for clues towards
good management in them.

Acknowledgement:
‘Managerial Ability of Sri Ramanuja in Retrospection’ - by 5Sri Vaishnava
Sri. A, Krishnamachari

-By M.AN. Prasad
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on his Birth Centenary (19th June 2019)
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HAVE | BECOME A WRITER??!!

Ever since my
childhood | have
been hearing that
books are our best
friends.. honestly, |
have always
wondered how
some people can sil
with a book and
spend hours..really!
| have never been
interested in
reading.. probably if
not for the marks, | would have never read the text books too.. and
writing either..was never my cup of teal always wondered how
someone can write pages and pages of books. | feel, to wrile
something, one should be first well versed in the language or should
be a professor or one should have continuous flow of thoughts on
any given subject or above all the skill to put those thoughts into
words on paperorall of the above??. . .ufff...One afternoon | decided
that | too will try to write ... but then what should | write aboul?
Philosophy, science, life..oh.. all these are too heavy subjects for a
beginner , then what else.. let me try narrating some story that | had
once heard in my childhood.. ok.. easy.. decided.. took a pen and
paper and started with the usual. .. "once upon a time..." oh.. wait all
of a sudden | remembered my English grammar lessons during my
high school days. .. | recollected my teacher explaining how Lo start

an essay, how to begin a letter.. ete., ete.....50 started my doubt ...
am hwriting in the right way, is it okif | just started writing my thoughts
as it came to my mind...am | deviating from the topic, or are the
words descriptive enough? oh God.. how do | go about it?7 ILis said
that, only when one reads books will be able Lo write something
too... but here..l have hardly read any books to see if | am in the right
directions . yet, lam not going to read books now.. | barely have that
patience..Ok.. finally started writing the story, but then | realized |
don't see the story with the same perspective as | saw while it was first
lold o me..now | understand why people read the same books again
and again.. probably because , each time itis read , you will come up
with different ways of understanding and analyzing the same story..
By now you must be thinking what kind of a person 1 am who does not
like to read or write? Well there are persons who cannol sing, dance,
paint draw..elc..etc..even this is like that.. everyone is gifted with
some or the other skill.. some with the talent of singing, some with
dancing.. some with painting..some with cooking.. some with eating!
some even with the ability to speak well.. | feel each person is special
and unigue in his or her own way. we must not compare apples to
oranges. These abilities are inrespective of what degree one holds or
what school or which city one hails from..Ok finally coming back to
my story.. as | was still thinking deeply how Lo write or what to write |
slipped into my couch and soon fell asleep.. and guess what .. 1 even
gol a Booker prize in my dream. .. and am still hoping one day that
dreamwill come true_._willit? hahaha...!

-By Kala Mandyam
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Unscramble: 1. Vaishnavas, 2. Ramanuja, 3. Kanchipuram, 4. Mahapurana, 5. Scriptures, 6. Srirangam, 7. GoshtiPurna, 8.Emberumanar

Do you know: 1. Govinda, 2. Three, 3. Tirukoshtiyur, 4. Hoysala, 5. SriBhashya, 6. Aridra nakshatra of Chaitra month of Hindu calendar,
7. Vishishtadvaita, 8. Sriperumbudur and Srirangam respectively.
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Obituary

Mandayam News regrets the sad demise of the following members of the community.
We pray to God to give courage to their families and near ones to bear this loss.

Sl No Name Of Deceased Age | Date of Demise Family Name
1 Sri K.S.Narasimhachar 86 Sthjanualj,r 2019 Shamarayar
2 Sri Sampathkumaracharya 101 | sthFebruary 2019 Vokkarane
3 Sri M V Parthasarathy 77 | 16lNFebruary 2019 Vokkarane
4 Smt Shantha lyengar 79 17th February 2019 Karpuram
5 Sri Dr M O Ravi lyengar 90 6"May 2019 Osuri
6 Sri M.AS.Rajan 97 | 27MFebruary 2019
7 Smt. Vimala T.R 70 19t May 2019 Thondanur Prativadi Bhayankaram
3 Smt.M.G.Thanga 80 6Mune 2019 Gomatam
M A S Rajan

Sri ML.ACS Rajan, who passed away on 27th February 2019 was Karnataka's senior-most bureaucrat, at age 97. He was perhaps
the most invisible too, as he chose to lead a quiet life away from public gaze, absorbed in his world of reading.. newspapers,
books and computer.

He demonstrated a complex of virtues, often invisible, neglected, yet setting the moral code for what can be called the “good”
life lived with impeccable honesty.

Sri Rajan flew over and subsumed stereotyping and drew on what can be called the essential moral code of integrity. He was
known to be stubborn, whether as a bureaucrat or as a civilian, unyielding to suggestions to step out of line from that moral
code. Inducements and coercion to civil servants usually are from their ministers or from senior family members. He rejecied
all such overtures without hesitation.

{

He had always been drawn to Sanskrit — a language he had to study for his civil service exam, and also earlier in school. So after

retirement he gave his skills and his intellectual power to revive the Sanskrit Academy in Melkote. He picked at the ancient texts to gain knowledge and
learn more about life and death. He mowved away from religion and its rituals and ideas, to logic and philosophy. He was also interested in various
esoteric subjects ranging from the working of the brain to reincarnation.

After getting an M.Sc. in Physics and Mathematics, Rajan joined the Mysere Civil Service{MCS) in the 1940s, following in the footsteps of his illustrious
father, M.A. Sreenivasan. He went on to pursue a career which took him to many different parts of India and saw him holding diverse and interesting
posts.

He was the joint Secretary in the Central Government’s Ministry of Information and Broadcasting(1964-66) when Indira Gandhi was the Minister, He
would recall in particular how interesting and stimulating it was to work with her as she carved out the design and programs for the Republic Day
celebrations which were initiated during her tenure.

He was in charge of the 1AS Officers Training Academy in Mussoorie, Deputy Directer of the Administrative Training Institute in Shimla and Revenue
Commissioner Government of Karnataka among other things. During his tenure as the Revenue Commissioner he put together 3 volumes on land
reforms. He was also the Director of Hindustan Photo Films located in Ooty,

Sri Rajan lived a full life with his wife Smt. Vedavalli to whom he was married for 72 years. His son, Dr. MA Srinivas, and daughter-in-law, Dr. Shanti
Srinivas, are professors inthe US. He has four grandchildren. Devaki Jain & Gita Aravamudan
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Vidwan Sampathkumaracharya, eldest son of Vokkarane Sri
Alasingrachar & Smt Singaramma, was born on 2nd December
1918,

Educated in Melukote Sanskrit college, he specialised
in“Kramanka" under Veda Brahma Ghanapaati Chakravarthi
Srinivasa Varadacharya of Melukote. He was also proficient in
Hindi, acquiring Rashtrabhasha & Visharada degrees.

Despite seeing loss of close family members younger than
him, “Annaji" was “sthitapragna”. He followed the practices of
Bhaghavatha and Bhagavad geetha . He was known for his
discipline, simplicity, humbleness and contentment. His
routine would start at 4.30 am every day after anusthanam,
followed by meticulous veda parayanam, and later veda pathas
to many students. (age from 30 to &5 years).

He was a Sanskrit teacher in Sarvodaya High school in
Bangalore — a profession that combined both his passions ie
Sanskrit and teaching. He continued teaching even after
retirement, earning many students who revere him even
today.

He served many religious institutions and held posts such as
secretary of Ubhaya Vedanta Sabha, President of the Veda
dharma Paripalana Sabha and founder member of Veda
Samrakshana Parishat. In the latter position, he initiated Veda

To contribute and for any feadback write to mandayamnews@gmall.com

parayana during Brahmotsava at Melukote & was the
Managing Trustee.

He received many awards including Veda Ratna,Yajurveda
praveena,Veda Bhushan, an honour by the great Aavani
Jagadguru, Kempegowda award, Bindiganavile Vinatheya
award. Many religious organisations have honoured and
felicitated him.

He has published several books from Guruvayurpurapati
Samithi and translated two parts of Sanskrit “Neeti paada
Shataka” to Kannada & English. His books on
“sandhyavandana” & “shattumurai” are valuable, with clear
guidelines and instructions.  For many years he did
Vedapaarayana at Sri Venugopalaswamy temple and
Raghavendra Seva Samithi at Malleswaram. In 1973 he
participated in All India Veda conference at Delhi and at
Tirupathi as well as at Veda Shastra Poshini Sabha in
Mysore.

It can be said that U.Ve.Sri Sampathkumaracharya's
personality was a great blend of Sri Vaishnava traditions, Vedas
& Shastras, sanskrit & the noble value of teaching - a
‘Pitamaha’ of the community. He was the synonym of the real
“MESHTRU “. He was an embodiment of simple living in the
modern world.-compiled from the tributes on his demise.

- compiled from the tributes on his demise
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Tentative Event Schedule for 2019

Date
11" Aug

Event

Aadi Vallikalamai (| Andal
\aibhavam)

Venue

Ramanuja Samskrithi Bhavanam Yathiraja Mutt
Complex, Malleswaram, Bangalore

18" Aug
Slh Sep
29" Sep

Prakash Courts, 8" Main, Malleswaram, Bangalore
TED

Badminton

Adventure Sport

Annual General Body Meeting Ramanuja Samskrithi Bhavanam Yathiraja Mutt

Complex, Malleswaram, Bangalore

Volleyball 13" 0ct | Chamundi Scouts, West Park Road, Malleswaram,

Bangalore

2390ct
10" Nov
24" Noy

Tularmaasa Programme Srirangapatna & Karighatta

Cricket Sirur Park, Sheshadripuram, Bangalore

BasketBall Gowvt Girls High School, 13" Cross, Malleswaram,

Bangalore

8" Dec
227 Dec

Track & Field Events

Sirur Park, Sheshadripuram, Bangalore

Grand Finale Cultural Event TBD

.

Matrimonial
Details given below are as furnished by respective members. Sabha is not responsible for the correctness.

Name Age/Date of Birth

Bridegrooms

Family Contact Numbers

080-23492134

Abhishek M C 18-01-1985 9900127704

(80-23462346
12-11-1989

Mukund Manikarnika

9449854040

Shreyas

Kishore G N

06-11-1985

42 Years

Anjimurali

9886115078

9740075255

Kaushik MV

08-09-1986

9480051736

Abhijith N C

Avinash KV

16-03-1988

31-03-1992

9482938260

9845252885

Navaneetha Krishna

29-03-1991

9444509908

Aditya Srinath

09-10-1980

9899078036

Lakshmi Ananda

SurabhiM R

24-01-1993

29-05-1991

Mallar Chakravarthi

Yechan Gunja

080-23469847
725980781

9741162184

9845015184

Jyothi Y G

12-11-1983

9845017649

M.K.Shruthi Ranjani

04-10-1994

Brides
|
|
|

Krishnakumar Giddayan

9844031462
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New Members of Mandayam Sabha

Member No.

Name

Family Name

Location

Patrons

0745

Preethi Schar

Dhati

Bangalore

1270/0746

Krishna M K

Kainkaryam

Bangalore

1284/0747

Usha Krishnan M K

Kainkaryam

Bangalore

0748

Aditya M N

Minnani

Bangalore

Life Members

2041

Sri Narayan M C

Chintamani Kaggalu

Mumbai

2042
2043

Smt Padma M C

Smt Rajalaxmi M C

Chintamani Kaggalu
Chintamani Kaggalu

Mumbai

Mumbai

2044

Kum Malini

Gomatam

Bangalore

2045

Chi Adishesh M D

Dandanayaka

Tumbkur

2046

Kum Medini M D

Dandanayaka

Tumibkur

2047 Chi Raghuram M A
2048 Smt Padmini M S
2049 Smt Yadushaila M K
2050 Smt Sudha M K Kope
2051 Smt Rukmini M | Ishami
2052 Kum. Nagashree M A
2053 Chi Vinay Simha M K Pashal Melkote
2054 Smt Arathi M A Aji
2055 Chi Srinandan M A Aji
2056 . Rajagopal M N I
2057 Rajalakshmi M N

Annaswamy Bangalore

Annaswamy Bangalore

Krishnakumar Pashal Melkote

Bangalore

Bangalore

Appachar Mysore

Bangalore

Bangalore

MNarasiwodeyar Bangalore

Marasiwodeyar Bangalore

Mandayam Community Group on Facebook.

To connect with 800+ Mandayams at 'one go'

Toview livecast of varous events of the community, even when in other cities
send in a joining request now.

Please answer the pre-enrolment questions for early approval by the admin

MANDAYAM NEWS

198, Yadugir Yathirajamutt buildings, Sampige Road,
Malleswaram, Bangalore - 560003,
Phone: +91 80 - 41535970, www.mandayamsabha.in

To contribute and for any feedback write to mandayamnewsizgmail com
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